The Nantucket Alchemist
Nantucket is a unique island whose raw beauty has drawn people to settle on
its shores for centuries, despite its fickle and harsh environs.
The island is home to a diverse variety of ecosystems, each with its own
flora and fauna. These small unique worlds figure as jewels juxtaposed
with the grand expanse of the Atlantic, host to the sperm whale that
famously haunted Captain Ahab. Nantucket’s magic lies within its inherent
contradictions; the mysterious and beguiling foggy coastline later gives way
to a mesmerizing spectacle of high-tide mists and shimmering haze – the
cinematographer’s beloved magic hour.
Many have harnessed the beauty and mystery of Nantucket in order to heal,
both physically, as in the case of the legendary Wampanoag heroine Wonoma,
and spiritually, as it nourishes modern-day visitors and residents with its
alluring landscape and rich history.
The proposed design is a fusion of Nantucket’s magic and mystery – its
fictional inhabitant an alchemist familiar with the island’s natural gifts as
well as its secrets and lore. A saturated and varied color palette mimics the
island’s waters, woodlands, bogs and ever-changing skies. Patina figures
largely in the finish selection which speaks to the metamorphic process of
enduring time, a change in matter of which the alchemist is acutely aware
and uses to her advantage.
The English antique and Americana furnishings evoke generational bygones.
The Alchemist’s lair abounds with the chemistry of time: the blue-green
encrustation of verdigris; wood polished by the repeated caress of her hands;
droplets of wax from candles burning into the night; painted floors, faded
in time with the weather-worn silver cedar shingles which cloak The Oldest
House.
As the alchemist morphs metal into gold, the design transforms this spartan
historic room into a jewel-box of magic filled with textures, colors, and
references – an ode to the enigmatic Nantucket.
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