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άhƴŜ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǘƛƻƴ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ǘƻ ǇƭŀƴƴŜŘ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƳƛƎƘǘ 

help build the economy of Nantucket. Mrs. Beinecke mentioned the 

possibility of a weaving workshop on the island, and hoped to find 

someone who had a knowledge of weaving and fabric design to 

ƳŀƴŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘŜŀŎƘΦέ 

(As reported in a March 1968 Inquirer and Mirror article)

Source: Right Place, Right Time: The Advent of Cottage-Style Living(nha.org)

https://nha.org/research/nantucket-history/history-topics/right-place-right-time-the-advent-of-cottage-style-living/


.ǊƛŜŦ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ bŀƴǘǳŎƪŜǘ [ƻƻƳǎΩ 9ŀǊƭȅ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ

In the early 1960s, the Nantucket 

Historical Trust purchased and 

preserved the iconic downtown 

building at 16 Main Street and the 

Old Ocean House hotel at 29 

Broad Street. 

In 1962, the Historical Trust 

formed the Cloth Company of 

Nantucket and an affiliated 

division, Nantucket Looms, under 

the management of Andy Oates at 

16 Main Street.

Early 1960s

DƛǾŜƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻǎǘ ƛƴ bŀƴǘǳŎƪŜǘΩǎ 

tourism economy, Bill Euler and 

Andy Oates transformed a local 

Nantucket weaving studio into an 

influential arts venture. In April of 

1968, Euler and Oates gained 

ownership of the Nantucket 

Looms inventory and established it 

as a crafts-oriented enterprise.

1968

Nantucket Looms offered a range 

of accessories for the home as 

well as locally made crafts 

including scrimshaw, tapestries, 

fine woodworking, pottery,as 

well as oil paintings.

mid-1970s

Source: Right Place, Right Time: The Advent of Cottage-Style 
Living(nha.org)

https://nha.org/research/nantucket-history/history-topics/right-place-right-time-the-advent-of-cottage-style-living/


Early work of Nantucket Looms

Sources: 
The Nantucket Looms Story - Fine Handwoven Goods since 1968
NHA Acquires Collection of Textiles Related to Mary Ann Beinecke and the Early History of the Nantucket Looms

https://www.nantucketlooms.com/pages/our-story
https://nha.org/nha-acquires-collection-of-textiles-related-to-mary-ann-beinecke-and-the-early-history-of-the-nantucket-looms/


Early work of Nantucket Looms (1960s Linen Collection)

Source: 
Nantucket Looms Cloth Co Nantucket 1960's Linen Collection - Collection of 
Nantucket Looms and Cloth Co. of Nantucket 1960s Linens

https://www.rafaelosonaauction.com/antiques/2021-auctions/daffodil-auction-2021/collection-of-nantucket-looms-and-cloth-co-of-nantucket-1960s-linens/


17th Century Stumpwork

Sources: 

aŀǊȅ !ƴƴ .ŜƛƴŜŎƪŜΩǎ bŀƴǘǳŎƪŜǘ ¢ŜȄǘƛƭŜ wŜƴŀƛǎǎŀƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ WǳƭƛŜ {ǘŀŎƪǇƻƭŜ

17th century Stumpwork embroidery 

(3 dimensional) - made by Miss Rivett 

with silk and metallic embroidery, 

there are parts that are padded and 

raised to produce this 3D work

https://youtu.be/7f7C3RLV39s


Embroidered Work

Source: 

Mary Ann Beinecke Nantucket Textile Renaissance with 

Julie Stackpole

Erica Wilson Design Crewel Embroidered Pillows by 

Mary Ann Beinecke

Bedspread embroidered by the Needlewomen for 

Nantucket (1964)

https://youtu.be/7f7C3RLV39s

